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What are 
you trying 
to do?

Why do we 
need a map?
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We try to show 
complexity



But all it looks 
like is a mess



REACH

Maps have 
goals They tell 

a story What is the story 
our stakeholders 

want to hear?
Learning?

Performance? Business 
Impact?
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We will go 
from this:



…to this:
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Edward Tufte



Is PowerPoint EVIL?

PowerPoint 
is a drug 
dealer…

What tools will we use?



…the drug is 
Clicky-Clicky-Bling-Bling

…but you don’t 
have to buy it.



Where should we start?

Not with the

LMS



Begin with the 

Learner
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List out all the possible 
components and don’t worry 
about how they look.
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What story do these 
components need to 
tell?
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What story do these 
components need to tell?
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Resist the urge to BLINGIFY
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What story do these 
components need to tell?
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Resist the urge to 
use lined boxes
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Use muted unlined boxes for 
systems and processes
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Use muted unlined boxes for 
systems and processes
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Find images (icons and logos) 
instead of word boxes
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Find images (icons and logos) 
instead of word boxes
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Find images (icons and logos) 
instead of word boxes
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Lines should 
only describe 
actions and 
relationships.

Components are 
the nouns. Lines 
are the verbs. 
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For Technical Requirements Use Actors, Inputs and Outputs

IntranetAuthentication
urlCredentials



Adding Notes
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SCORM and xAPI
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Don’t fall in love with your map

Get feedback from stakeholders



Your map is an opportunity 
to instruct and inspire.



Resources

The Noun Project

Edward Tufte

Cartoons by Adam Weisblatt
Icons by Wilson Joseph via The Noun Project

http://www.thenounproject.com

http://www.edwardtufte.com/

Adam Weisblatt
Learning Technologist

Email: adamjweisblatt@gmail.com
Twitter: @weisblatt
Blog: Creating Understanding http://weisblatt.wordpress.com
Linkedin: http://www.linkedin.com/in/adamjweisblatt
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/awspeaking

http://www.thenounproject.com/
mailto:adamjweisblatt@gmail.com
http://weisblatt.wordpress.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/adamjweisblatt
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